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P R O P O S A L 

We propose to present a ~10 minute long collaborative digital poem, “Eat Your Tits and 
Puppets.”  

 

S T A T E M E N T 
“Eat Your Tits and Puppets” is a poem by Claire Donato digitally mediated by Ian Hatcher 
using JavaScript.  The poem unfolds across a digitally rendered opening, its enculturated 
materiality implicit in the recto-verso book layout that appears on-screen. The digitally 
rendered opening remains static—the pages never turn—and the recto of the leaf whose 
verso appears is permanently concealed.   

When the physical book’s opening is signaled, the viewer’s expectation may be that the 
poem’s text will appear digitally as it would inside of a physical book: that the poem will 
unfold in what J. David Bolter describes as “sedate rows of linear text.” However, the text 
unfolds non-linearly and becomes entrapped in and across the digitally rendered recto-
verso book layout.  As with a physical book object’s opening, the reader’s eyes focus only 
on one leaf at a time, even as text simultaneously unfolds and disappears on both sides of 
the opening.  Furthermore, by employing grey tones that fade in and out (and around, 
beyond, against, within—) the poem’s text, passages of and freezes in the poem’s body are 
also signaled.  

We plan to present “Eat Your Tits and Puppets” as a live, rehearsed, and collaborative 
performance for two voices.   

 

B I O G R A P H I E S 
Claire Donato lives in Brooklyn, NY. Recent poems have appeared or are forthcoming in 
Black Warrior Review, Boston Review, Columbia Poetry Review, and Action Yes. She 
graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 2008 and will receive her MFA in Literary 
Arts from Brown University in May 2010. 

Ian Hatcher is a multidisciplinary artist from Seattle.  His digitally mediated writing has 
been presented at the 2008 Electronic Literature Organization and Electronic Literature in 
Europe conferences and published by Counterpath Press.  He scores film/video, composes 
for the Moving Architects dance company, performs live from time to time, and is currently 
an MFA Literary Arts candidate at Brown University. 


